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Evie Porter has everything a nice, Southern girl could want: a perfect, doting boyfriend, a
house with a white picket fence and a garden, a fancy group of friends. The only catch: Evie
Porter doesn't exist. The identity comes first: Evie Porter. Once she's given a name and
location by her mysterious boss Mr. Smith, she learns everything there is to know about
the town and the people in it. Then the mark: Ryan Sumner. The last piece of the puzzle is
the job. Evie isn't privy to Mr. Smith's real identity, but she knows this job will be different.
Ryan has gotten under her skin, and she's starting to envision a different sort of life for
herself. But Evie can't make any mistakes--especially after what happened last time.
Because the one thing she's worked her entire life to keep clean, the one identity she could
always go back to-her real identity-just walked right into this town. Evie Porter must stay
one step ahead of her past while making sure there's still a future in front of her. The
stakes couldn't be higher--but then, Evie has always liked a challenge.
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Discussion Questions

1. Identity plays a significant role in First Lie Wins. Evie assumes various aliases for her jobs and

ultimately allows her Lucca Marino identity to take the fall for crimes she didn’t commit in order to

protect her future. Why is the name Lucca Marino so important to her? Do you think your name is

essential to your identity? Why or why not? And will she be happy as Evie Porter?

2. Evie and Ryan are both morally gray characters. Despite her life of crime, there were lines Evie

wouldn’t cross: not leaving Miles unattended after his mother was injured, giving financial advice to

Tyron, changing critical information about Ryan’s business so Mr. Smith wouldn’t be able to take it

from him. Do you think this behavior redeems Evie in some way? Why or why not?

3. Evie’s path to crime began as a way to pay for the medicine and medical treatment her mother

needed. In today’s world of high health-care costs, Evie believed she had no other option. Do you

sympathize with Evie or think she was wrong to turn to a life of crime? Should she have continued in

that line of work after her mother died? Discuss.

4. What are your thoughts on the author’s use of flashbacks? Did each flashback give you further

insights into Evie’s actions or thought processes in the present? How so?

5. Evie’s mother dies when Evie is still quite young, yet rather than seek out community, she takes

on a job that is inherently isolating. Why do you think it was so important for Evie to find the others

who worked for Mr. Smith? Do you think Evie finally found her family with Devon, Amy, and Ryan? By

the end of the book, do you think Evie has achieved what she originally hoped she might? What is

the significance of her garden?
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6. Evie leaves an origami swan behind when each job is complete. What do you think this specific

calling card means? Do you think Evie enjoys the chase? Or is there a part of her that wants to be

found out? Is it possible for both to be true?

7. Evie says, “There are the short cons and there are long cons and I’ve just finished the longest one

of my life.” Did you know Evie was one step ahead of Mr. Smith the whole time? When did you realize

who George was? Did you expect any of the reveals throughout the book?

8. Mr. Smith suggests that he and Evie are more alike than she might wish: they both con and

manipulate others. Do you think Evie is aware of how much they actually resemble each other? At

the end, it looks like Evie will take over Mr. Smith’s business—do you think that’s really what she

wants? Can she do that job and also live happily ever after with Ryan?
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the Best Young Adult Novel category of the International Thriller Awards) and 10 BLIND DATES. Her
work has been translated into 23 languages. She graduated with a Liberal Arts degree from
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Book reviews

A professional con woman quickly realizes her latest job has become more personal and
dangerous than planned.

Evie Porter (not her real name) is on a job in Louisiana and has successfully convinced her
latest mark, Ryan Sumner, to fall for her in a whirlwind romance. All seems to be going well
with Evie's investigation into Ryan's side business, a trucking company moving black market
goods, until Evie meets a woman dating one of Ryan’s friends who introduces herself as
Lucca Marino—Evie’s actual name. When imposter Lucca dies in a fiery car wreck and the
police question Evie and Ryan as the last people to see her, an outstanding warrant pops for
Evelyn Porter's arrest (though there should be no such history). It’s then that Evie
understands that her current job is actually a test from her employer, Mr. Smith, who was
unhappy after she busted her last assignment, and the stakes are much higher than she’d
anticipated. To keep herself out of jail, Evie must pull in every favor she has accumulated
during her career to outwit Mr. Smith, but she will have to first discern whether she can trust
Ryan or if she has to cut and run if she wants any hope for a future. Interspersed with the
current adventure are flashbacks that start 10 years earlier in which Evie recalls committing
petty theft at the country club in a desperate bid for cash to pay for her mother’s cancer
treatments during high school, being connected with Mr. Smith when she was caught, and
the progression of jobs since then in which a host of lively side characters are introduced. YA
writer Elston’s adult debut announces itself as a savvy thriller with intrigue and momentum
from the first twist of Lucca’s arrival right up until the final showdowns. Evie is a smart and
engaging protagonist, and her time on the run is anything but predictable.

A genuine page-turner.
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