THE ENGINEER’S WIFE
by Tracey Enerson Wood

Summary:
She built a monument for all time. Then she was lost in its
shadow. Discover the fascinating woman who helped
design and construct the Brooklyn Bridge.
Emily Roebling refuses to live conventionally—she knows who she is and what she wants,
and she's determined to make change. But then her husband asks the unthinkable: give up
her dreams to make his possible.
Emily's ﬁght for women's su rage is put on hold, and her life transformed when her
husband Washington Roebling, the Chief Engineer of the Brooklyn Bridge, is injured on the
job. Untrained for the task, but under his guidance, she assumes his role, despite stern
resistance and overwhelming obstacles. But as the project takes shape under Emily's
direction, she wonders whose legacy she is building—hers, or her husband's. As the
monument rises, Emily's marriage, principles, and identity threaten to collapse. When the
bridge ﬁnally stands ﬁnished, will she recognize the woman who built it?
Based on the true story of an American icon, The Engineer's Wife delivers an emotional
portrait of a woman transformed by a project of unfathomable scale, which takes her into
the bowels of the East River, su ragette riots, the halls of Manhattan's elite, and the heady,
freewheeling temptations of P.T. Barnum. The biography of a husband and wife determined
to build something that lasts—even at the risk of losing each other.
Source: https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/50204812-the-engineer-s-wife

Reviews:
“Wood spares no detail in showing us what led up to that first stroll across the great bridge—by
a woman” ~ Kirkus Reviews
“Readers will appreciate the nuanced depiction of Emily’s struggles to overcome male
resistance and balance her own needs with her partner’s. Wood’s satisfying historical feels true
to its era yet powerfully relevant to women’s lives today.” ~ Publishers Weekly
"This important work of historical fiction brings to life the strength and resolve of a
nineteenth-century woman overshadowed by men and overlooked by history books."
~ Booklist
"Well-researched with great attention to detail, The Engineer's Wife is based on the true story
about the exceptional woman who was tasked to build the Brooklyn Bridge. Though the great
bridge would connect a city, it would also cause division and great loss for many. Tracey
Enerson Wood delivers an absorbing and poignant tale of struggle, self-sacrifice and the family
transformed by the building of the legendary American landmark during the volatile time of
women's suffrage, riots and corruption. A triumphant debut not to be missed!" - Kim Michele
Richardson, bestselling author of The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek
"Who really built the Brooklyn Bridge? With its spunky, tough-minded heroine and vivid New
York setting, The Engineer's Wife is a triumphant historical novel sure to please readers of the
genre. Like Paula McLain, Tracey Enerson Wood spins a colorful and romantic tale of a storied
era” ~ Stewart O'Nan, author of West of Sunset
"The Engineer's Wife is historical fiction at its finest. Tracey Enerson Wood crafts the powerful
and poignant story of Emily Warren Roebling, the compelling woman who played an
instrumental role in the design and construction of the Brooklyn Bridge. This is necessary fiction
for our time-paying tribute to women's overlooked contributions and reminding us of the true
foundations of American history." ~ Andrea Bobotis, author of The Last List of Miss Judith
Kratt
"Tracey Enerson Wood raises Emily Warren Roebling from the historical depths, bringing to vivid life
the story of the woman who saved the Brooklyn Bridge." ~ Anne Lipton, M.D., Ph.D., Putting the
Science in Fiction and Harlequin Creator Fund Recipient

“Against all odds, a dynamic, historic woman builds a monument and changes history as she
and her surrounding cast leap off the page. What a life, and what a beautifully written and
inspiring story!” ~ Karen Harper, New York Times bestselling author of the Queen’s Secret

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Tracey Enerson Wood has always had a writing bug.
While working as a Registered Nurse, starting her own
Interior Design company, raising two children, and
bouncing around the world as a military wife, she
indulged in her passion as a playwright, screenwriter
and novelist. She has authored magazine columns
and other non-fiction, written and directed plays of all
lengths, including Grits, Fleas and Carrots, Rocks and Other Hard Places, Alone, and
Fog.
Her screenplays include Strike Three and Roebling’s Bridge.
Other passions include food and cooking, and honoring military heroes. Her
co-authored anthology/cookbook Homefront Cooking, American Veterans share
Recipes, Wit, and Wisdom, was released by Skyhorse Publishing in May, 2018, and all
authors’ profits will be donated to organizations that support veterans.
A New Jersey native, she now lives with her family in Florida and Germany.
Source: https://traceyenersonwood.com/about/

A CONVERSATION WITH THE AUTHOR:
How did you first learn about Emily Warren Roebling? What inspired you to write her
story? I was doing research for a play, which was to center on multiple generations of a
family who were involved in the same dangerous occupation. I wanted to explore the
family dynamics of such a situation: the conflict between sharing a passion and
livelihood while at the same time subjecting loved ones to danger. In my research, I
discovered the Roebling family and was immediately captivated by them, especially
Emily. I grew up in northern New Jersey, and my father had a penchant for taking my
siblings and me for climbs to the top of everything. Hills, cliffs, buildings, monuments,
whatever—if we could get to the top of it, we did. We also walked across long and high

bridges. I remember how startling and frightening it was to be in the middle of the
George Washington Bridge and feeling it sway in the wind. When I discovered that
Emily’s story had never been novelized, I knew it had to be and that I was the person to
do it. The Engineer’s Wife relies on a great deal of research. What was that process
like? I am lucky in that the construction of the bridge is well documented. Between
purchasing several excellent texts, borrowing library books, and internet searches, I
found the answers to all my questions. The more difficult part was digesting the
scientific information and writing it in a way that EngineersWife_INTs.indd 339 12/9/19
8:50 AM 340 TRACEY ENERSON WOOD readers would understand it and not get
bored. Therefore, many of the most complicated processes are simplified or left out of
the story. I am also fortunate that a large number of personal papers and
correspondence has been preserved, shedding light on the central characters. As you
were writing the book, did the story unfold basically as you had expected? Were there
any surprises along the way or places where your research took you in a different
direction from what you had initially envisioned? Oh my yes. I created fictional
secondary characters to serve particular functions; for example, Phebe’s circle of
friends was intended to reflect on the expected roles of women at the time. But as their
characters developed in the story, they took on other duties in subplots: suffrage,
parenting, supporters, and naysayers. PT was to have been a financial advisor and
supporter and somehow became much more as I delved into Emily’s predicament as
she was left behind by her husband. Sometimes, research would reveal an enticing
detail that I enjoyed working into the story, such as Washington’s pet snakes, a fire in
the caisson, and glacial bedrock. Emily and Washington’s love story is a complicated
one. Did you find it challenging to portray the dynamics of their relationship? I found the
relationship fascinating and enjoyed sussing out the very complicated nature of what
they had to accomplish together, the numerous obstacles they faced, and how that
would affect their marriage. They were both incredibly intelligent people, so getting into
how their minds might have worked was a challenge! Which character, if any, from the
book did you relate to the most? Mostly Emily, for her slightly rebellious yet loving and
dedicated nature, but also Eleanor, for her levelheaded wisdom. Not that I have that, but
it’s something I aspire to. EngineersWife_INTs.indd 340 12/9/19 8:50 AM THE
ENGINEER’S WIFE 341 Have you always enjoyed science yourself, or was writing
about engineering and bridge building a whole new world for you? Science was always
my favorite subject, but I gravitated to the life sciences. I certainly wish I had studied the
physical sciences more, as I had quite the learning curve. Who are some of your
favorite authors, and why? I enjoy reading Ann Hood, both her novels and memoirs, due
to the lovely flow of her words and the ease with which she shows her characters’
emotions. Kristin Hannah is another favorite, as she has a way of making history
relevant and personal. Going back a ways, Herman Wouk’s historical fiction is what
turned me on to the genre, and I enjoy early dystopians, such as Aldous Huxley and

George Orwell. They were way ahead of their times. What are you working on now?
Currently, I’m drafting a historical novel starring another heroine who did amazing things
yet is obscure in history. Julia Stimson was an American nurse who recruited, trained,
and led a group of nurses to serve in France during World War I before U.S. troops
even arrived. She went on to lead all the nurses in the theater, then later headed the
Army Nurse Corps, being the first woman to attain the rank of major.
Source: https://www.sourcebooks.com/books-by-tracey-enerson-wood.html

BOOK DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Before accepting Wash’s proposal, Emily worries about losing
a sense of herself. How would you characterize the changes
Emily undergoes during her marriage? Were any of these
changes negative?
2. Wash returns from the war a different man, with what today
would be diagnosed as PTSD. Discuss the ways you think his time in the war affected
him long-term. How did his behavior change? How did he change emotionally?
3. Emily juggles working at the bridge and managing office work while taking care of a
young child. Discuss the difficulties of being a working mother. What kinds of challenges
does Emily face? How do they differ from challenges modern working mothers face?
4. Building the Brooklyn Bridge was a dangerous process—working in the caisson
results in multiple deaths and injuries, and men like O’Brien and Supple die during
construction. Do you think sacrifices like these were/are justified, then or now? Do
losses undermine or enhance the image of the bridge?
5. Emily is forced to choose between continuing her work with the bridge—thereby
fulfilling Wash’s dreams—and being a part of the suffragist movement. Did she make
the right choice? Put yourself in her shoes. What would you do? Do you think Wash was
right to make her choose in the first place?
6. PT asks Emily if she loves him or the idea of him. What does he mean by this, and
which is true?
7. Emily admits to underestimating the women around her. Discuss the effects of this
internalized misogyny. How do you think this affects her relationships with other
women?
8. As Emily rises to the occasion and does the job of the chief engineer, Wash
becomes listless and reclusive. Why do you think this is? Is he threatened by Emily?
Discuss how masculinity was perceived at the time.

9. How do both Wash and PT help Emily take risks and become the person she was
meant to be?
10. Though they can’t vote, the group of suffragettes finds ways of being influential
behind the scenes. Discuss the ways that women have enacted change while avoiding
the public eye throughout history.
11. Emily becomes frustrated with the suffragist meetings because of the infighting and
the lack of agreement on central issues. Can you think of other movements that have
suffered in this way? In what ways were they still successful?
12. Throughout the course of the book, Emily and Wash lose many people they
love—siblings, friends, and parents. How do you think they each cope with grief
differently? Which character’s loss did you grieve the most?
13. Emily is in a difficult position: she is married to Wash but also loves PT. How do you
feel about Wash’s ultimatum to Emily? What would you do if you were given a similar
choice? Whom did you think she should have chosen?
14. Which of Emily’s traits are your favorite? Do you relate to her?
15. Emily has a lifelong habit of breaking societal rules and conventions. How do the
important people in her life—her mother, GK, Wash, and PT—either encourage or try to
limit this?
16. After twelve people die from the panic on the bridge, Emily almost loses her will to
continue working on the project. Have you ever faced a crossroads like this? What did
you do to keep going

Source: https://www.sourcebooks.com/books-by-tracey-enerson-wood.html

